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Evalua-on	
  in	
  
Early	
  Childhood:	
  

Coming	
  
A:rac-ons	
  

Kris-e	
  Pre@-­‐Frontczak,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Kris-e.B2K@gmail.com	
  
h:p://kris-epf.com	
  
	
  

September	
  16th	
  
•  Recommended	
  prac-ces	
  
related	
  to	
  developmental	
  
and	
  behavioral	
  screening	
  

•  Selec-ng	
  screening	
  tools	
  
•  Misuses	
  of	
  screening	
  tools	
  
•  Myths	
  of	
  DLLs	
  and	
  
screening	
  children	
  who	
  are	
  
DLLs	
  

•  Involving	
  families	
  in	
  the	
  
screening	
  process	
  

November	
  18th	
  
•  Recommended	
  prac-ces	
  
•  Play-­‐based	
  assessment	
  
•  Rules	
  and	
  policies	
  around	
  
cogni-ve	
  tes-ng	
  

•  Other	
  ways	
  to	
  assess	
  
(rubrics,	
  ra-ng	
  scales,	
  
language	
  observa-ons,	
  
play)	
  

•  Teaming	
  and	
  involving	
  
families	
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February	
  13th	
  
•  Interpre-ng	
  evalua-on	
  informa-on	
  
•  Guiding	
  and	
  linking	
  to	
  instruc-on	
  
•  Making	
  decisions	
  (pa:erns	
  and	
  trends)	
  
•  Report	
  wri-ng	
  and	
  sharing	
  

Early	
  Childhood	
  Assessment	
  Purposes	
  

1.  Developmental	
  and	
  Behavioral	
  Screening	
  
2.  Eligibility	
  for	
  IDEA	
  
3.  Planning	
  Learning	
  Opportuni-es	
  
4.  Revising	
  Learning	
  Opportuni-es	
  
5.  Program	
  Evalua-on	
  
6.  Accountability	
  

Assessment	
  Standards	
  
LINKing	
  Standards	
  
1.  Acceptability	
  
2.  Authen-city	
  
3.  Collabora-on	
  
4.  Evidence	
  
5.  Mul-factors	
  
6.  Sensi-vity	
  
7.  Universality	
  
8.  U-lity	
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Overarching	
  Rules	
  

•  Use	
  assessment	
  tools	
  for	
  designed	
  and	
  
validated	
  purposes	
  

•  Link	
  assessment	
  and	
  instruc-on	
  
•  Involve	
  families	
  and	
  work	
  as	
  a	
  team	
  

Developmental-­‐Behavioral	
  Versus	
  
Universal	
  Screening	
  

8	
  

Figure	
  of	
  Tiered	
  Model	
  reprinted	
  from	
  “Frameworks	
  for	
  Response	
  to	
  Interven-on	
  in	
  Early	
  Childhood:	
  Descrip-on	
  and	
  
Implica-ons”	
  with	
  permission	
  from	
  the	
  Division	
  for	
  Early	
  Childhood	
  of	
  the	
  Council	
  for	
  Excep-onal	
  Children	
  (DEC),	
  Na-onal	
  

Associa-on	
  for	
  the	
  Educa-on	
  of	
  Young	
  Children	
  (NAEYC),	
  and	
  Na-onal	
  Head	
  Start	
  Associa-on	
  (NHSA).	
  	
  
	
  

Screening	
  Tool	
  Characteris-cs	
  

9	
  

① Brief	
  and	
  inexpensive	
  
② Easily	
  administered	
  
③ Standardiza-on	
  process	
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Medical	
  Home	
  Format	
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Who	
  Completes:	
  Medical	
  Home	
  or	
  Health	
  
Provider	
  
	
  
Where/How:	
  Clinics,	
  doctor’s	
  offices,	
  etc.,	
  
oken	
  during	
  well-­‐child	
  checks	
  using	
  
individually	
  administered	
  or	
  parent	
  completed	
  
screeners	
  
	
  
Considera4ons:	
  Training,	
  resources,	
  
compe-ng	
  demands,	
  access	
  and	
  mobile	
  
families,	
  and	
  reliance	
  on	
  clinical	
  judgment	
  

Parent	
  Completed	
  Format	
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Who	
  Completes:	
  Parent	
  or	
  other	
  caregiver	
  
	
  
Where/How:	
  Home	
  and	
  other	
  familiar	
  
places	
  the	
  child	
  goes	
  to	
  with	
  the	
  family	
  
	
  
Considera4ons:	
  Need	
  for	
  tools	
  that	
  have	
  
valid	
  and	
  reliable	
  scores,	
  a:en-on	
  to	
  
family	
  characteris-cs,	
  and	
  family	
  
involvement	
  	
  

Individual	
  or	
  Group	
  Administra-on	
  
Format	
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Who	
  Completes:	
  Professional	
  member	
  of	
  team	
  
	
  
Where/How:	
  Home	
  or	
  community	
  se@ng	
  (e.g.,	
  
child	
  care,	
  preschool,	
  social	
  service	
  agency)	
  
through	
  direct	
  or	
  individual	
  administra-on	
  of	
  a	
  
screening	
  tool	
  
	
  
Considera4ons:	
  Costs	
  and	
  training,	
  making	
  
referrals,	
  and	
  involving	
  families	
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Misuse	
  -­‐	
  Administra-on	
  and	
  Scoring	
  

•  Training	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  
administer	
  

•  Training	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  
score	
  

•  Following	
  
administra-on	
  
guidelines	
  

•  Following	
  scoring	
  rules	
  
•  Being	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  
child	
  and	
  screening	
  tool	
  

13	
  

Misuse	
  -­‐	
  Interpreta-on	
  and	
  Use	
  

•  Wait	
  and	
  see	
  approach	
  
•  Reliance	
  on	
  clinical	
  
judgment	
  

•  tools	
  with	
  issues	
  around	
  
sensi-vity	
  and	
  
specificity	
  

•  Use	
  wrong	
  tool	
  for	
  
wrong	
  purpose	
  

•  Delay	
  referrals	
  due	
  to	
  
system	
  barriers	
  

14	
  

Overview	
  of	
  Review	
  Criteria	
  	
  

1.  Technical	
  Adequacy	
  Criterion	
  
2.  Cultural	
  and	
  Individual	
  Relevance	
  Criterion	
  
3.  Prac-cality	
  Criterion	
  
4.  Family	
  Involvement	
  Criterion	
  
	
  

15	
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Using	
  Numbers	
  
•  Convert	
  raw	
  scores	
  	
  
•  Use	
  standard	
  scores	
  
•  Use	
  means	
  and	
  	
  
percentages	
  

•  Use	
  totals	
  

16	
  

Using	
  Words	
  
•  Include	
  objec-ve	
  statements	
  
•  Write	
  in	
  plain	
  English	
  
•  Incorporate	
  mul-ple	
  perspec-ves	
  

17	
  

Using	
  Visuals	
  

18	
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Types	
  of	
  Pa:erns	
  
1.  Pa:erns	
  of	
  Strength	
  
2.  Unexpected	
  Performance	
  
3.  Pa:erns	
  of	
  Lack	
  of	
  Quality	
  
4.  Pa:erns	
  of	
  Assistance	
  
5.  Pa:erns	
  of	
  Behavior	
  Interfering	
  
6.  Pa:erns	
  of	
  Time	
  Toward	
  Task	
  
	
  

Connect	
  with	
  Me	
  
B2K	
  

Solu4ons,	
  
Ltd.	
  

@kris4e_pf	
  

hAp://
www.pinterest.com/

kpreDf/	
  
kris4e_pf	
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